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THOUGH ENGINEERING ASPIRANTS STILL FLOCK TO THE SOUTH, THE SCENARIO IS

GRADUALLY CHANGING WITH NEW COLLEGES COMING UP IN OTHER PARTS OF THE

COUNTRY, FINDS OUT GEETHA RAO

I
n an era of choices,
engineering still dom-
inates as a favoured

discipline. India has around 4,000
engineering colleges. Of these, 65%
are in the south and 35% in the
north. At the entry level, there are
1.5 million seats in engineering col-
leges. Around 1 million engineering
students graduate every year.

With the government adding new
Indian Institutes of Technology

(IIT) and National Institutes of
Technology (NIT) to the existing

list in tier II cities, and with
the birth of more private in-

stitutes, are we witnessing
the emergence of newer

centres of engineering ex-
cellence in cities such as Indore,

Jodhpur, Jaipur and Bhopal? Also,
with newer streams like biomedical
engineering, bioinformatics and en-
vironmental engineering being of-
fered, are these unconventional com-
binations gaining in popularity?

RK Shevgaonkar, director, IIT Del-
hi, responds: “Actually, there are
not too many new hubs in engineer-
ing education. When you look at
non-IIT colleges, there are mainly
cities like Bangalore, Pune
and Ahmedabad, which have
clusters of engineering col-
leges. The situation is driven
by demand and supply.
These are IT hubs and,
therefore, have many
engineering col-
leges.” As for engi-
neering courses, he
says, “Courses like

telecom
and computer science
have many takers. There are
students who are inclined towards
and opt for bio-informatics, biotech-
nology and bio-medical, but the
numbers are not large.”

Besides, he adds, students join
traditional engineering courses at
the graduate level and then those
who are interested in bio-informatics
or biotechnology or biomedical engi-
neering opt for it at the MTech-lev-
el, where their engineering back-
ground comes of use. Shev-
gaonkar further says that
students opt for environmen-
tal engineering but “it’s not
top priority” as placements
are better in other streams. 

S Sadagopan, director, In-
ternational Institute of Infor-
mation Technology, Banga-
lore, opines, “There was a
time when the south had one-third
the population and two thirds the
number of engineering colleges in
India. The skewed distribution is
changing a bit with few colleges
coming up in north India as well.
However, good students still flock
to the south.”

According to him, the
last 50 years belonged to
information technology
and the next 50 years will
belong to biotechnology.
However, biotechnology

does not yet have the scale
and demand of IT. “Biotechnology

needs infrastructure, facilities and
deep knowledge. The wealth cre-
ation benefits are more indirect —
new drugs, new medicines, new
crops, preservation of food, and so
on. On the other hand, IT translated
business processes into a large num-
ber of jobs, less specialised, which
required bright students with a cou-
ple of years of work experience,”
adds Sadagopan.

Though the south remains the
hub of engineering even today, SS

Mantha, chairman, AICTE,
feels it may be getting

saturated. “There
are colleges com-

ing up in states like
Uttar Pradesh, Ra-

jasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. While Bihar,

West Bengal and the
Northeast have few engi-

neering colleges, and,
hence, there is a

huge scope for growth.”
He also points out that
in a new trend stu-
dents are opting for
civil and mechanical,
while telecom and
electrical/ electronics
engineering continue to
be popular.

> With inputs from 
Veena Aruldass in Pune
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The industry
has not
reached its full
potential
especially

when it comes to
employment in non-
mainstream areas,
therefore, core
engineering courses like
mechanical, chemical,
computer, electrical,
electronic and automobile
will continue to remain
important and in demand

—Lalit Kshirsagar,
principal, MIT College of

Engineering, Pune, and ONGC
Chair Professor

To read more on Courses and
Careers, visit
myeducationtimes.com
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I’m currently
studying in
class XII in HR
College. As a
member of

Seeds of Peace, a con-
flict resolution and
leadership programme,
I always had the impe-
tus to volunteer and be
a part of the change. It
was through one of our
Seeds of Peace meet-
ings that I heard about
Habitat for Humanity
and their one-day
Youth Build Pro-
gramme. I was in-
trigued and extremely
eager to actually be out
there and be a part of
the experience.

The project was si-
multaneously conduct-
ed in five countries
across Asia, with over
400 volunteers and
aimed to tackle hous-
ing issues of 500 less
fortunate families in
just one day. In India,
we were part of a con-
tingent of over 500 vol-
unteers, across Noom-
bal in Tamil Nadu,

Geddalahalli in Kar-
nataka, Savda and Bal-
aswa in Delhi, NCR
and the place I worked
at - Karjat in Maha-
rashtra. From painting
homes, handling the
brick works, climbing
ladders to paint the
highest walls, we did it
all. We lifted mud and
bricks and helped re-
pair homes and con-
struct new ones as
well. While painting
was fun, the brick
work really took a lot of
hard work. It was ex-
hausting and took

many volunteers to put
up four walls, plough-
ing the mud, making
human trains and pass-
ing bricks on to the
masons. 

It was hot and took a
lot of strength to lift
the building material.
But meeting and work-
ing with the home
owners made it a very

satisfying experience.
It was then that I re-
alised just how much
labour goes into put-
ting up an average size
house, and how much
these people would
truly benefit from our
help. We could see just
how happy and excited
the people were to
have us lend out a
helping hand, literally.
I came out at the end
of it covered in mud
and dirt, but knowing
that I was a small part
of the big change in
some one’s life.

Even though I’m
young and inexperi-
enced to build a house,
there’s always some-
thing for me to do. This
realisation that I can,
in some way, be a part
of the slightest change
drives me.

– As told to 
Ruchi Kumar

The power of youth lies in its fearless opinions and actions. 
Education Times hands you the mic to voice these expressions.
Write to us at educationtimes.mumbai@indiatimes.com with
My Voice in the subject line and tell us your thoughts on just
about anything

As more students take a proactive

interest in volunteering for social

activities, Zeenia Kolah speaks about

her experience of building homes for

the underprivileged communities

A few years ago, I
was content with my
life as a housewife.
A casual chat with
my husband led me

to about learning a foreign
language. The emergence of
China as a strategic partner
and its booming cultural and
economic exchange encour-
aged me to learn Mandarin. 

I enrolled for a weekend
certificate course at SVKM In-
stitute of International Stud-
ies. I gained a deep insight of
Mandarin, realising the beau-
ty of this 5,000-year-old lan-
guage. Upon further expo-
sure to the culture of China, I
decided to master the lan-
guage and take a step further
by applying for a diploma
course at KJ Somaiya Centre
for Buddhist studies. 

The beauty of the Chinese
script kept me hooked on to
the language. This fluidic
script is one of the oldest
written styles in the world. It
is a very creative way of com-
municating, with every char-
acter having a story attached
to it. Every stroke of the al-
phabet conveys a different
meaning. I was highly im-
pressed by the calligraphic
and the artistic essence of
this language. As I learned
the language in the class-
room, so did I in practice. I
was lucky to have some Chi-
nese families in my neigh-
bourhood. A number of bro-
ken conversations in Chinese
helped me improve my skills

and learn a lot about their
culture and lifestyle. 

Currently, I am studying
for the HSK exam, a profi-
ciency test for Mandarin lan-
guage, conducted by Beijing
Language and Culture Uni-
versity. The exam will enable
me to get an international ac-
creditation, go for higher
studies, gain scholarships
and improve my job
prospects. Given the increas-
ing trade between India and
China, students like me, who
know Chinese, can find a po-
sition in multiple foreign
companies.  

My main aim is to make
learning the language fun.
Apart from studying, I am
currently engaged in devel-
oping educational modules
for all age groups. These
courses are meant to be fun.
My work experience with a
few companies and their Chi-
nese operations has helped
me gain knowledge on
speaking Mandarin and its
application in a corporate
set-up. I wish to develop
courses that have a blend of
both, the theoretical and
practical knowledge of the
language. I encourage young-
sters to go ahead and learn a
language not known by
many! Go, experience the
thrill of learning Mandarin.
Wan’er de Hao (Have fun
with Mandarin!)

– As told to 
Anishaa Sahijwala 

STUDENTSPEAK
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Usha Sahoo,

Mandarin language

student

As youngsters yearn
for global exposure,
the trend of learning
foreign languages is
on the rise. Join us,
every week, as we
feature students
studying various lan-
guages of the world

Building
dreams

Ni Hao, China!

Meeting and working with the
home owners made it a very
satisfying experience

Destination UK
Find out about undergraduate and
postgraduate study options in
universities in the UK in a live chat
with Shipra Jain, director, Aspire
Overseas Education.

> Log on to chat.myeducationtimes.com 
on June 2 (Saturday) from 6pm - 7pm

LIVECHAT

PHOTO CONTEST

Often referred to as the city that never sleeps,
Mumbai is a pot pourri of overcrowded trains,
unrelenting autowallahs and bad roads on one
hand, and Bollywood, beaches and a buzzing
nightlife on the other. 

Tell us through a picture ‘What according to
you describes Mumbai the best’ along with a
caption and brief description.

EDUCATION TIMES, ON ITS 17TH
ANNIVERSARY, CALLS FOR YOUNG
SHUTTERBUGS TO CAPTURE THE CITY

Ten best entries, judged by a panel of experts,
will be put up for votes on the Facebook page of
Education Times (www.facebook.com/
educationtimes.toi) and will be published. The
entry with the most number of votes will win.
So hurry and send in your entries by email to
educationtimes.mumbai@indiatimes.com
with ‘Photo Contest’ in the subject line. The last
date for sending entries is May 30.
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SUPER SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL

� COLLEGE OF

FINANCIAL PLANNING�
R U L E  THE WORL D OF F I N A N C E

D E L H I  M V MB AI KOLKAT A . CHENNAL

BECOME AA

SUPER SPECIALIST IN FINANCE

MBA* in Financkil Planning
Incorporates InTernational CFP certification

MBA* in Financial Analysis
Incorporates International CFA certification

Tho MBA Degree is awarded bye duly nohfied State University
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ICFP MBA ADVANTAGE

• 5x better than a normal MBA
• Updated industry�veffed curriculum with regular

visits to companies
• Time Saved is Time Earned — — Some of our programs

incorporate placement at the end of year one so that
you start earning in your second year itself.

• Facully from lIMs & CXOs of the Industry

For Registration:

9819825533, sms 1CM to 575758

The Future belongs to the Specialists1M 

because

being a generalist is no longer good enough Follow ICFP on

Apart of BAJAJ CAPITALGROUP


